
 To: RDOS 

Re: Electoral Area E Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2458.16 

       Electoral Area E Official Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2459.37 

       4850 North Naramata Road 

 

November 26. 2020 

 

This proposal beggars belief! 

It is an example of crass money-oriented development which demonstrates a complete disregard for the natural 

environment and the ambience of the surrounding neighbourhood. It represents the kind of attitude which will lead to 

the destruction of the planet and our ability to survive. 

This proposal is totally at odds with the nature of the area and with the intentions of the Naramata community as 

designated in the OCP. The area is primarily agricultural with a few single family holdings and surrounded to the north by 

lands designated Parks and Recreation. It is also adjacent to the KVR Trail which is one of the major tourist attractions of 

the area. The relatively natural state of lands surrounding the trail needs to be protected for general public enjoyment. 

This is a highly sensitive environmental area which has three watercourses running through the property. It is also a 

transit route for a herd of elk moving to Okanagan Lake. I have personally witnessed the movement of the elk through 

this area. 

The property is also quite removed from any infrastructure and transportation. This would necessitate the development 

of a major septic system completely at odds with the rural nature of the area. Any proposed attachment to the existing 

Naramata water system would involve also major upgrades and changes to the area. 

Increased traffic along Naramata Road is also a major concern. In fact, the existing road system can hardly handle the 

existing level of traffic flows as any resident of Naramata can tell. The days of urban sprawl and dependence on the 

automobile must surely be ended. 

I have lived in Naramata for over thirty years and have witnessed the changes that have occurred in the community. One 

of the significant changes I have noticed is the erosion of community cohesion. Not long ago, Naramata was a relatively 

small settlement of orchardists, artisans and local families. There used to be a regular softball league at Manitou Park 

which attracted many of the young and not so young for regular games. It was a great way to get to know and enjoy the 

company of others in the community. As far as I know that no longer exists. We have become an area of tourist oriented 

vineyards and massive, expensive houses. The permitting of such developments is destroying what is so attractive about 

the area. Lest the reader think that this is a nostalgic paean to an idyllic past, be assured that, in fact it is exactly the 

opposite.  It is an appeal for a different future, one that respects and regards the well-being of the natural environment 

and all living things. 

On a final note, I really am offended by the usual practice of developers to pitch such spurious benefits as jobs, 

increased tax revenue, and increased economic activity. As far as I am concerned, this is in the nature of bribery.  This 

sort a practice in no way compensates for the losses of the natural environment – wildlife habitat, flora and fauna, 

declining community well-being,  and inappropriate land use decisions. 

I urge the RDOS to reject this proposal. 

Peter Benson 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


